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Les Francis worked as the Director of Project 18 during the campaign to pass the 26th 
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This primary document is the Voting Rights Act of 1965. We learned that the voting 

Rights Act was approved on August 6, 1965. We used this document in our website. 
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This document is the Illinois Ratification of the 26th Amendment. We learned that 
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ratifying the 26th amendment.  
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Times. Web. 4 March. Available online at <http://www.nytimes.com/ref/ member 

center/nytarchive.html>.  

This newspaper article discusses the possible impact of the youth vote on the 1972 

presidential election. We learned that the youth vote helped some local candidates win 

election in 1971. We used the article on our Impact page. 
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<http://www.oyez.org/cases/1970-1979/1970/1970_43_orig>. 

     This primary source gave us the oral argument of the actual Oregon vs. Mitchell case. 
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2014.] 

This source gave us the notes of President Richard Nixon before he signed the 26th 

Amendment. The notes were President Nixon’s ideas that he used to write his speech at 

the ceremony to certify the amendment. We used the notes on our Signing the 

Amendment page. 
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Nixon: Statement on Signing the Voting Rights Act Amendments of 1970 . N.p., n.d. Web. 

14 Mar. 2014. <http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=2553>. 

This is President Nixon’s official statement about the Voting Rights Act Amendments of 

1970. We learned that he signed the act even though he knew that lowering the voting 

age would probably be challenged by some states. We used this as background 

information. 
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Web. 4 March. Available online at <http://www.nytimes.com/ref membercenter/ 

nytarchive.html>.  

     This news article reports on the Senate’s approval of the 26th Amendment. The Senate’s 

vote was 94-0, and the House was expected to pass it the next week. We used the 

newspaper article in our Final Steps page. 
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Joint Resolution 166 page. 
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<http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/nytarchive.html>.   

The primary picture that we obtained from this site is a newspaper article. We learned the 

old number of voters in each state in 1972, and the new voters in 1972, than we learned 

the whole amount of voters like when the United States did not pass the Amendment it 

was at 139,563,000 but when the Amendment was passed it than was 175,847,000. We 

used the  

 

Twenty-Sixth Amendment Certification Ceremony. Perf. President Nixon. Youtube, 2010. Online  

Video. 

This video shows the signing of the 26th Amendment by President Nixon and three  

18-year-olds. We learned the three witnesses’ names. Paul Larimer was one of them; he  

talks about the youth vote in another video clip we used. We used these short video clips  

in our Signing the 26th Amendment page. 
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    Nightly News. NBCUniversal Media. 19 Aug. 2000. NBC Learn. Web. 5 September  

2012. 

This NBC news report looks at the youth vote before the upcoming 2000 presidential 

election.The report includes an interview with Paul Larimer, who signed the 26th 

Amendment when he was 18. He says that “young people these days aren't screaming to 



be heard like it was 25 or 30 years ago.”  We used that quote on our Impact page, along 

with the audio from this news report. 
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Nov. 2013. <http://www.nea.org/home/42731.htm>.  

This online article includes background information on the 26th Amendment. We learned 

that in 1967, the National Education Association passed a resolution supporting an 18-

year-old voting age, mustering the support of the NEA-Student Program and the NEA 
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information in our website. 
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This online source discusses the debate on whether or not the age should be lowered. We 

also learned that since the beginning of World War II, every Congress has proposed a 

Constitutional Amendment to lower the voting age to 18. We used this and other 

information on our website. 

 

Barnett, Meredith. "But Will They Vote in 2012?."neatoday. NEA, 01 Mar 2011. Web. 6 Mar 

2014. <http://neatoday.org/2011/03/01/but-will-they-vote-in-2012/>. 

The online article discussed the percentages of the votes that have been slowly declining. 

We also learned that the rate that the 18 year old vote immediately spiked, but then later 

went  to 50% but is now 30%. We used information on the statistics of the voting 

percentages throughout our website. 

 

"Catalist | Results." Catalist | Results. N.p., n.d. Web. 19 Mar. 2014.        

<http://www.catalist.us/results>. 

This secondary source gave us a picture of Rock the Vote campaign logo. We learned 

that the Rock the Vote was an organization to promote voting among young people. We 

used this picture in our site banner slideshow. 

 

Harvey, Meghan. "The 26th Amendment." SheHeroes, 01 Jul 2013. Web. 16 Jan 2014. 

<http://www.sheheroes.org/2013/07/the-26th-amendment/>. 

    In this blog, the author tells of her first experience of voting at the age of 18. This site      

also gave us a picture of the 26th Amendment. We used this picture in our site banner. 

 

"History." The 26th Amendment. History, 1 Jan 2014. Web. 14 Jan 2014. 

<http://www.history.com/topics/the-26th-amendment>. 

     This online article includes the history of the 26th Amendment. We learned that the long 

debate over lowering the voting age in America from 21 to 18 began during World War II 

and intensified during the Vietnam War, when young men were denied the right to vote 



but were being drafted to fight for their country. We used this and other information in 

our Background page. 
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<http://www.learn360.com/ShowVideo.aspx?SearchText=%2226th+Amendment%22&li

d= 13864307&ID=928173>..  

     This video shows the history of the 26th Amendment. We learned that the Amendment 

was ratified on July 5, 1971. We used several clips from this video throughout our 

website. 

 

Logan, Rebeca. Project 18: How a Group of "un-hip" Student Activists Changed the 

Constitution. National Education Association, 01 Jan 2013. Web. 14 Jan 2014. 

<http://www.nea.org/home/48410.htm>. 

     This online article explains Project 18, which was a national movement organized by 

NEA to work for lowering the voting age to 18. We used a quote from this article on our 

Background page and other information from the source on our Project 18 page. 

 

Orr, Tamra. A History of Voting Rights. Mitchell Lane Publishers, 2013. Print. 

This book  gave us a timeline of the signing of the 26th Amendment. We learned that  in 

1876 the Supreme Court ruled that Native Americans are not citizens as defined by the 

14th Amendment and, thus, cannot vote. We used this and other information in our 

timeline of the 26th Amendment.  

 

"Photos." (1970s). 1101 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 600, Washington, D.C. 20004, 2002.  

Web. 12 Mar. 2014.   

This online source gave us a picture of a student march for lowering the voting age. We 

learned that students rallied in front of the White House and marched around carrying 

signs. We used this picture in our slideshow in our site banner. 
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11 March 2014. <www.kqed.org/assets/pdf/education/digitalmedia/us-voting- rights-

timeline.pdf>.  

In this timeline, there are important dates and information about voting rights throughout 

U. S. history. We used this information to help us understand the background of voting 

rights. Parts of the timeline are included on our Background page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


